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Commodore
Bill Wilson

WHAT A MONTH! Wacky
Wednesdays are a hit, people seem to
really have a good time, the food has
been great, (who knew Tomato Soup and
Grilled Cheese Sandwiches could be so
much fun) and then there’s the “ surprise”
each week, where you never know what
gift or reward you might get.

The 80" Anniversary Kick Off Dinner
was also very successful. We had 95
members attend.  Bill Maxwell from
Bank of Stockton Museum gave an
outstanding presentation on Stockton in
the early 30's, as well as provided
pictures of the Deep Water Channel as it
was developed. Myrna and Phil Bronner
prepared a wonderful Italian Dinner and
we danced to music by the Deleon's.
What away to set the stage for the year!

The TGIF Birthday Night was chaired by
Tomi and Ray Forest, who also fixed us a
great dinner. The Birthday Basket was
won by Bill Engelhart.

Super Bowl was hosted by the
Galbraith’s and those who attended had a
nice time as well.

Valentine's weekend has just finished.
Discovery Bay had a really fun time,
thanked all the people who prepared
meals for them and said we are their most
favorite Club to come to for a cruise.
Their weekend started with Tomi and
Ray preparing a good Mexican dinner
and some Bingo. Although, not sure
about the two Bingo leaders (Bev Drouin
and Diana Welch) they seemed to be
having much more fun playing with the
Bingo balls than we did! Ken and Pat
Tighe did their usual fantastic job of
celebrating Valentine’'s Day on Saturday

night, with romantic décor, fun games
good food, as well as music to dance to
by a new group, who were pretty good.

Then Ron and Joan Mamquist finished
the weekend with a very nice breakfast
and more Valentine atmosphere.

If you haven't come to any of the events
so far this year, you really are missing out
on some fun and wonderful meals.

We couldn’'t have had all this fun without
all the generous people who volunteered
their time to bartend. Thank you to all of
you who helped us out in January and
February.

Looking forward...River Rat, General
Meeting, 50's Weekend, Safety Day,
TGIF and a Work Party are all coming up
this month. Pull out your reminder sheet
and make your reservations. We always
need lots of help at work parties; Safety is
something we should all be concerned
about; General Meeting is your time to
see, hear, and have a voice in what goes
on within the Club, and the rest of the
month is just plain FUN!

Also, please note the Opening Day parade
is again going to be the same weekend as
the Asparagus Festival. The parade will
be on April 24™ and the theme is “Bonnie
and Clyde on the Delta’. The Bronners
have some things up their sleeves for the
dinner, turning the Club into a Speak
Easy. More next month but start your
plan, let’s have some boats in that parade!

Have a great month, see you at the Club.
Bill Wilson, Commodore

| | mportant Reminder
. When patronizing our advertisers,

| please mention you saw their ad in -

. the Stockton Y acht Club Bulletin.
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Vice Commodore
Jeanne Kopshever

As | was reminded about this article last
night, it occurred to me how fast the
month has gone by. Some might say that
it's a good thing and some might say that
it's a bad thing...Guess I'll leave that up
to you.

With the year just getting out of the
starting block, we seem to be doing well.
Thank you to al the people who have put
on functions, donated their time, food,
and strength. Also I'd like to thank the
bar helpers for my month of February.
Again, teamwork isthe key to success.

We had our first cruise in and even
though it was just a handful of boats from
Discovery Bay they seemed to have a
good time. Time and time again, | heard
how wonderful SYC is and that we have
the best club grounds around. Of course |
couldn’t deny that!

March seems to be a busy month for us.
The Delta Chamber mixer starts it off,
then River Rat night (Barbi are you
hiding?) the Genera Membership
Meeting, a cruise out to Village West,
(like the VW add says, Drivers Wanted),
and Safety Day. Of course | don't mean
to leave out the very successful Wacky
Wednesdayss, a TGIF and a
Drinks/Snacks night. So, we have plenty
of choices for you to visit.

One last word, for those who have a boat
docked here or any of the marinas around
the Delta, | strongly suggest you come for
the Safety Day that Ron Malmquist
arranges for us. He puts alot of time and
effort into this day and the one who
benefits from thisis Y OU!

*

Rear Commodore
Doug Hanson

Was the groundhog right or wrong? It'sa
short sleeve day here in Lodl.

Our first cruise-in for 2010 is under our
belt. 1'd like to thank Jeanne and Bill for
their help in making the weekend events a
SUCCESS.

I’d also like to extend a special thanks to
|da Handel for helping out behind the bar.

The view from the Hanley Room and the
patio is available anytime to al of our
members and their guests. Enjoy the
great weather and your Club.

Norm and Sandra
Gaedtke

Our first cruise out for the season will be
to Village West Yacht Club on Saturday,
March 20". We will depart from our
home port a 9:00am. At noon we will
have luncheon appetizers and drinks on
Village West Yacht Club’'s patio. Dinner
will be prepared by Rear Commodore
Diane, who is a fantastic cook. Docking
fee is $10.00 and when you call to place
your reservation, I'll tell you the menu
and the price for dinner. Sunday morning
we'll have the traditional eye openers on
the dock at 9:00am. This will be a fun
filled weekend so plan on cruising out by
land or water and join in all the fun.
Please call to me a 209-948-9420.



(house) or 209-406-8708(cell) to reserve
your spot. | will be waiting for your call.

We are departing on Saturday due to the
General Meeting on Friday. We are
planning for all future cruise outs this
year to depart on Friday allowing for two
nights at our destinations. Please check
the Event Calendar for the dates of
upcoming cruise outs.

The cruise out in April will be to San
Joaquin Yacht Club. I'm still working to
finalize the details for this cruise but it
will be a great weekend.

In May we will be going to Oxbow
Yacht Club. If you haven't made this
cruise before, be sure to mark your
calendar. For those of you who have
been there, you know how much fun it is.

In June we're cruising out to Marina
West’s new club house at Tower Park.

Please watch the Bulletin for more
detailed information about each of our
upcoming cruising destinations.

g

PICY A Report

Mike Billington
PICY A Delegate

The first delegate meeting of the year for
the Pacific Inter-Club Yacht Association
was held at Oakland Yacht Club on
February 1¥. Oakland Yacht Club has
been a bay cruise port of call many times
in years past for SYC. The new flag
officers for PICY A are Commodore Reg
Smith representing Treasure Island Y acht
Club, Vice Commodore Linda Breninger
representing Ox Bow Yacht Club and
California Carver Club, and Rear
Commodore Mia Bernt representing
Richardson Bay Yacht Club. The
Stockton Yacht Club delegatesto PICYA

for 2010 are Dedrick Denison, Bob Cain
and Mike Billington. Mike & Dedrick are
both PICYA Staff Commodores. We
need to have Bob gain that distinction.

The delegate meetings are a great forum
for the 105 PICYA member clubs to
exchange ideas, and information. Each
delegate is alowed time to let the
assembly know what their club is doing. |
will attempt to pass that information on to
the members of Stockton Yacht Club.
The first order of business is what events
PICY A are putting on.

The Leadership Conference is being held
February 20" at Benicia Yacht Club. By
the time you get this it may be too late to
sign up but try contacting Mia Bernt at
MiaBernt@Yahoo.com or (415) 999-
6422. The Leadership conference and the
Fall Management conference are
excellent learning tools for incoming Flag
Officers and | would encourage our new
officersto attend. The cost is $25.00.

The annual Opening Day on the Bay is
being held on Sunday, April 25™. This is
truly a grand event with as many as 100
boats entering in the parade. This year's
theme is “Building Bridges'.

It's a great event to enter your boat in.
Most of the Bay area clubs would be
more than happy to let you use their
facilities to decorate your boat. For more
information go to the PICY A web site at
PICYA.org or contact Vice Commodore
Linda Breninger at (916) 771-5685. If
you would rather enjoy the parade from
someone else’s boat, the PICYA
committee boat is open to all. This is the
best place to watch the parade as the
committee boat is also the judge's
platform. This year the committee boat is
the California Hornblower. This is a
much larger boat then used in the past.
The boat will be leaving pier 3 in San
Francisco. Boarding time is 9:00 am.
Parking is available nearby for $10.00.
The cost is $65.00 each when includes a
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light breakfast and a gourmet lunch. Go
to the website or contact Lizette Collins
at (415) 883-7106. Sign up before April 1
to avoid a late sign up fee.

What do other clubs and organizations
have planned. The IOBG (Blue Gavel)
District 14 is planning a crab feed at
Berkeley Yacht Club on Friday, February
19. This event is a fund raiser for District
14 charities. The cost is $30.00.

Contact George Knies a
geoknies@att.net or (925) 330-5676. The
Metropolitan Yacht Club in Alameda is
having a Mardi Gras Party on Friday,
February 19. Masks, beads and Mardi
Gras attire is encouraged. Contact Lizette
Collins at (415) 883-7106. The Northern
California Power Cruiser Association
(NCPCA) is having an “Over-The-
Bottom Novice Contest” a Bridge
Marina Yacht Club on Saturday, March
7. Contact Diane Lasher at (925) 625-
3223 for more information.

Marina West Yacht Club has a new
location for their club house. They are
now located at Tower Park in the old
Marine Max building. PICYA Delegate
Jack Michael reports they have much to
do to get the new club house ready for
visitors (The bar isn't open yet) but they
are working diligently on it.

The next PICYA Delegate meeting is

being held Monday, March 1 at Coyote
Point Y acht Club.

Mike Billington, PICY A Delegate

dlty

Bob Cain
PICY A Delegate

While the Recreational Boaters of
California (RBOC) has announced that

the Department of the Interior has put the
2-Gate Project on hold pending review of
the scientific underpinnings of the
project, the California State Water
Resources Control Board [SWRCB] is
moving forward with a proposed
statewide requirement that marinas and
clubs with 10 or more slips and moorings
obtain a state permit [termed a Coastal
Marina Permit] and comply with many
new requirements. The assault on
boating continues and we as boaters need
to rise to the occasion in defense of our
time-honored recreation.

If this proposed program becomes law in
California, our cost of boating in
California will go up as will the cost of
running our Club and that cost will be
passed to all of our members.

Please join me in sending your protest to
the State of California. Y ou can log onto
the RBOC web site at www.rboc.org and
click on the link located on the left side of
the screen entitled “Special Call-to-Arms,
Read Now”. A short way down the next
page there is a link that reads “download
combined documents here.” Click on that
link and you will receive a PDF file that
outlines the issues and provides you with
a sample letter with addresses where you
can send a copy of that letter to the
politicians and bureaucrats that hold our
boating future in their hands.

Politicians do listen to your voices. They
want to be reelected and your voices
suggest to them how you might vote in
the next election. So, make your voice
heard.

On another front, last year | installed a
device in the fuel tank vent lines on all
three fuel tanks onboard our Viking 43
that whistle when air is being expelled
from the fuel tanks during filling. These
are very clever little plastic devices that
make a whistling sound as long as air is
being forced out the vent line while fuel
is being fed into the fuel tank. When the


mailto:geoknies@att.net
http://www.rboc.org

tank is full, fuel is forced up into the vent
line and drowns the little device silencing
the whistling sound in plenty of time to
shut off the fuel nozzle before fuel is
expelled overboard.

These little devices are made by Green
Marine and are sold through most marine
outlets. You can purchase them at
www.greenmarineproducts.com for
$29.95 or check out your local West
Marine store. | highly recommend them.

Onrust President
Myrna Bronner

Spring is in the air and your Onrust team
is getting ready for a super Onrust party
on May 15™. It will be a Mexican Fiesta
a the Stockton Yacht Club! Bev Drouin
is heading our team and has aready
arranged for some very unique surprises
for you — including some ”Kodak”
moments, which will be delightful. The
details of our evening will be outlined in
next month’s Bulletin so stay tuned.

Meanwhile, please know that Onrust
needs you! We work as ateam, have fun
and put on some great events for the
Club. I'd like to encourage you to come
to our next meeting on March 16™ at
6:00PM and join in our “conversation”.
Please support Onrust by joining our
organization — just $20 annually. If you
have guestions, please call me or any of
our current members.

Myrna Bronner (209)369-6098
Apparel

Phyllis Rose
Two new items have arrived! A beautiful

Christine Alexander plum-colored sweater
and a fun white, 3/4 deevetee with acute
seahorse decoration. Come out and support
the club and get a cute new top too!

Membership Committee
Pat Tighe

NEW MEMBER UPDATE

One of our newest members is Lucy
Hamilton and this lady has a very active
life. Her daughter married Bud and
Danuta Anderson’s son about 20 years
ago. Bud and Danuta brought Lucy with
them to some events at Stockton Y acht
Club and she enjoyed the atmosphere and
activities so much that she joined the
Club.

Lucy moved from Santa Clara in 1983
when her husband was promoted with
P.G.&E. and transferred to Stockton,
where they raised twin daughters. Now,
Lucy is a Baseball, Basketball and
Swimming Grammy to her three beautiful
grandchildren.

She retired from a Payroll Supervisor
position two years ago and has kept busy
enjoying her hobbies of sewing, knitting,
fishing, outdoor activities, making
jewelry and watching sporting events.
Lucy also plays Bunko with Sherri Estes
and Danuta, and she till finds time for
water aerobics at the In-Shape Health

Spa.

We welcome you Lucy, to the Stockton
Y acht Club!

The M embership Team

Eva Hodges, Bev Drouin, Michelle
Rader, Pat Tighe, Barbara Wesley and
Bill Wilson

If you have a perspective member who
has not atended a function and they
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would like to check out our Club, invite
them to be a guest at one of our events.
They could receive a complimentary
dinner voucher if you contact Eva
Hodges at (209) 957-3526 (catered events
are not included).

Bulletin Editor
Renee Y ager

M essage from the Stockton Y acht
Club’s 2010 Bulletin Staff

The Stockton Yacht Club 2010 Bulletin
team delivered their first publication in
February.

In order to get the Bulletin to you by the
early part of each month, the staff begins
assembling the newsletter content
(articles, picturesflyers, etc.) the previous
month.

The content of the Bulletin will always
include updated reports from the Club's
Flag Officers and articles from many of
the Committee Chairpersons however;
members are also welcome to submit
articles of interest for publication. One of
our objectives is to continue to make our
Club newsletter look as professional as
possible. You can help by ensuring that
you use the when you decide to submit an
article; we respectfully request that you
use the following format specifications
when creating your document:

Font style: Times New Roman
Font size: 12 pt

Margins: Justified

Document Style: Block

Why Timingis Critical
Our goal is to get the Bulletin to you by
the first business day of each month. To

achieve this, the deadline for submitting
all reports, articles and flyers; is the third
Tuesday of each month. This allows the
Bulletin team three days to complete the
layout, get it proof read, make necessary
edits, and get the finalized copy to the
Printer by Friday following the Board
Meeting. You can help us meet our goal
by making sure that we receive all articles
by the cut-off date. Please send reports
and articles as an email attachment to

4dney @att.net.

2010 Bulletin Team .
AR Editor
&~ ReneeYager
Co-Editor
Schatzie Haws
| .?'*fiBirthdays and Anniversaries
o Bill Harris
Photography and Photo L ayout
Tomi Forest £
Proofreading
Barbara Helmick

Advertising
Bob Shannon 'ﬁ'?t::]
If you are interested in placing a business

ad in the Bulletin, please contact Bob
Shannon at (209) 473-3225 for pricing.

>
=g [
T

We are all looking forward to serving on
the 2010 Bulletin staff; working together
to produce your Club newsletter each
month.

Boating Safety Quiz
What isthe*Williamson Turn” maneuver ?

A. When avoiding debrisfloating in the
water.

B. When turning into a fast moving
current.

C. When maneuvering for man
overboard; especially in low-
visibility conditions.

*Find the correct answer in this bulletin!



mailto:4ney@att.net

a

Sunshine
Eva Hodges

Our thoughts and prayers go out to
Barbara Wesley for the recent passing of
her father.

If you know of someone who is under the
weather and could use a little cheer,
please let me know so | can give them a
call. (209) 957-3526

Birthdays in March

1 Jim Fenelon
Marc Jantzen
6 Jm Bren
9 Mike Billington
12  Holly Neri oy

13 John Tulich ~ o0000 -
14  Chuck Armes
15  Sean Palmer
16  FriedaCosta
17  Richard Gaedtke
19  John Ramos
20 IldaHand€
21  LindaWilson
22  Stacie Medeiros
23  Bill Drouin
24  Don Rienhart
26  Eric Koster
29 Baxter Dunn
30 Terry Medeiros
New Member
Eldon and Dawn Bell i
824 Coventry Lane I

Fairfield, CA 94533
707-426-9682

Anniversariesin March

1  Barbaraand Ray Helmick
3  Ethylene and Bob Shannon
7  Darleneand Jim Bren
17 Pat and Ken Tighe
18 Paulaand Tom Lemasney
27 Holly and Don Neri

31 RiaDuivenvoorde and William

Engelhart

Members Off Probation

Richard Kinzey and Leslie Oliver

Bon VVoyage

CeCe Almendarez
Wolff and Zippy Coulombe
Walter Haws
Bob and Renee Watson
Dick and Doreen Webster

/ Stockton Chamber Mixers \

Your Presenceis Requested

Stockton Yacht Club is a member of the
Stockton Delta Chamber. The meetings are
held the 1% Thursday of each month at 5:15PM
and the location varies. In March the meeting
will be at the Residence Inn on March Lane off
[-5. It would certainly demonstrate support
and involvement from the Stockton Y acht Club
if four or five of our Members would be
willing to commit to attend some or all of these
monthly mixers. The meetings are a lot of fun
and are very informational.

If you are interested please contact Ron
Malmauist at (209) 993-1405
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. SYC Commodores/ River Rat

: Names e

" 1940-41 EdwinB. Fuld Dough Rat 1978 Ivan Teller Git Rot Rat

" 1942-44 EJ Mester Pack Rat 1979 Jm Bouski Rigid Rat

= 194546 A.J Ors Water Rat 1980 Everett Parks Everready Rat

n 1947 Ed J. Conner (No Rat Name) 1981 Don Ward Tinker Rat

= 1948-49 Dr.J R, Jordon (No Rat Name) 1982 Lem Semler Fiz Rat

= 1950 Wayne Courtright Sewer Rat 1983 Richard Clark Buck Rat

= 1951 Henry Bowman Wharf Rat 1984 Harry Hetrick Alky Rat

a 1952 Jack Curnow Bilge Rat 1985 Larry Crump Trash Rat

= 1953 Henry Hankins Fat Rat 1986 Ray Farmer Dice Rat

: 1954 Marty Kimpson Sinking Rat 1987 John Ramos Fruit Nut Rat

T 1955 Phil Coddington Sough Rat 1988 Clyde Schnoor Black Top Rat

5 1956 Dr. Lyn Blackmun  Scab Rat 1989 Vern Tarwater Wrench Rat

" 1957 Louis Ghiglieri Gut Rat 1990 Verlon Haile Pig Rat

" 1958 Sam Bistline Parlor Rat 1991 Sam LaBedla Key Rat

= 1959 Walter Knolhoff Tule Rat 1992 Don Sawyer SqueakyClean Rat

» 1960 Everett Welby Cool Rat 1993 Dick Bunker Nap Rat

= 1961 Hugo Grau Merry Rat 1994 Joan Desl Galley Rat

= 1962 Guy Bowman Gas Rat 1995 Mike Billington Shooter Rat

= 1963 Bernie Faunce Burr Rat 1996 Walt Haws Boss Rat

: 1964 Jack Kelliher (No Rat Name) 1997 John Welsey Frugal Rat

= 1965 Earl Thompson Phony Rat 1998 Jm Fenelon Bugle Rat

x 1966 George Trumper Crap Rat 1999 Bill Wilson Shy Rat

T 1967 Russ Y unker Junk Rat 2000 Mary Garcia Worry Rat

5 1968 Al Siegwart Barl| Rat 2001 Jill Alley Sow Trawler Rat

" 1969 Ray McGrath Port Rat 2002 Ron Malmquist Fix-1t Rat

» 1970 Tom Barnes Bar Rat 2003 Linda Wilson Champagne Rat

= 1971 Ed Grogan, Jr. Crash Rat 2004 Schatzie Haws Microphone Rat

» 1972 Jack Lewis Race Rat 2005 Dave Rader Anniversary Rat

= 1973 Mage Anderson Patrol Rat 2006 Dave Rose Game Rat

: 1974 Allen Gillespie Huey Rat 2007 Ray Forest Generous Rat

= 1975 Charles Cowger Whipper Rat 2008 Norm Gaedtke Intellectual Rat

: 1976 Theodore Cook Absent Rat 2009 Barbi Carson VNN

. 1977 Owen C. Moore, . T.V.Rat

= Mark your calendar! |

. m March 13" is the Stockton Y acht Club’s Annual

5 River Rat Event and Dinner |
“ | o
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Stockton Yacht Club
Member
in the news!!

-
-------------------

Dedicated Coasties Handle
Extraordinary Mission
at Station Golden Gate

It's Tuesday, December 1, 2009, and the
Coasties at Station Golden Gate are in
high gear. Then again, this is one of only
two combined Level | PWCS and Surf
Stations in the United States Coast Guard,
and it just happens to operate in one of
the busiest and most environmentally
challenging patches of navigable water in
America, so the very nature of Station
Golden Gate ensures that high gear is the
default mode all year long. The concept
of doing more with less has suffused the
Coast Guard to such an extent that it has
become a cliché, but the personnel here
seem to have turned it into an art form.
Charged with post-9/11 responsibilities,
while still maintaining a pre-9/11 billet
structure, Station Golden Gate runs hot to
the last woman and man.

Search and Rescue (SAR) is the Golden
Gate lifeblood. It's why most people
request this assignment. There were 12
SAR cases here this past weekend, with
precious little time between. Add to those
the PWCS responsibilities that include
regular critical infrastructure patrols and
multiple security escorts per week. Also
there are the daily first-light patrols a half
hour before sunrise to document weather
and changing sea conditions; crab patrols
in season to check tability of craft;
Extremely Hazardous Cargo missions to
safeguard  tankers  freighted  with
ammonium-hydroxide and any number of
other potentially catastrophic payloads,
often accompanying such vessels from

the approach buoy eight miles outside the
bridge onward another hundred miles to
Sacramento; runs to Richardson Bay
where boats a the huge anchorage
commonly break from their moorings or
capsize with surges in tide and wind; a
host of law enforcement callouts, and
pollution incidents ranging from sinking
boats to major spills like the tanker last
month that dumped bunker fuel into San
Francisco Bay.

All told, Station Golden Gate handles
roughly 600 cases a year. This it does
with a headcount of 39 personnel.

You can't make that kind of math work
without a system, and Station Golden
Gate has one in place. As best they can,
the unit splits the workload on two duty
rosters. Escorts and PWCS on one roster;
SAR, Maintenance, and Operations on
another. Leadership  cross-references
leave requests against two leave
calendars. Personnel work two days on
and two off with sliding weekends. The
unit maintains two crews in each section,
with the optimal result of a 24-hour SAR
crew and a 24-hour PWCS crew.

It is a busy life, and sometimes a hard
one. Not mentioned above is the most
emotionally traumatic (yet astonishingly
routine) particular of this location:
recovering bodies of suicide leapers from
the Golden Gate Bridge. Haunted souls
throw themselves off the west coast’s
most famous bridge a a rate of 40-60
people per year. In the past three years,
all but three of them have died.

“It's like Pavlov’'s dogs when the SAR
alarms go off here,” says Boatswain's
Mate First Class Jessica Shafer, the
Operations Petty Officer of Station
Golden Gate. “The first thought isthey're
going out for another suicide.”

“I'm trying to get it a special duty
designation,” says Boatswain's Master
Chief Kevin Morgan, who has been at



Station Golden Gate longer than anyone
else (since 2002) and now serves as its
Executive Petty Officer. “Think about
making it a two year hitch,” he suggests,
stressing the uniqueness of his station.

One thing Station Golden Gate has in
common with the rest of the Coast Guard
is that on top of its regular workload it
also trains (think physical fitness, the
specialty qualifications, surfman training,
weapons firing, the night training that
takes boats out every Tuesday, the twice
monthly helo ops and C-130 drills, and
required suicide training, just to scratch
the surface). The unit’s training needs, as
well as leave and education demands,
strain personnel and other resources.

“We find away to get the job done,” says
BMC Morgan. “Saying we can't do it is
not something we allow ourselvesto do.”

BM1 Shafer agrees. “Job satisfaction
comes from doing more with less.”

That goes for equipment as well as
personnel. Station Golden Gate would
like another 477 Motor Lifeboat (MLB)
and one more 25 Response Boat (RB-S).
As it is, they have two of each, and their
engines stay hot. Right now, BM2
Anthony Kopshever is driving one of the
MLB’s with his crew — BM3 Jason Van
Lydegraf, MK3 Nesthor Castro, and FN
Thomas Distefano — to meet a Coast
Guard C-130 that's flying in from Air
Station Sacramento. BM2 Kopshever
drivesthe 47’ under the bright red Golden
Gate Bridge, from the bay into the open
Pacific. The C-130 pops in through the
clouds and begins air-dropping cargo into
the sea by parachute. BM2 Kopshever
expertly pulls the boat alongside the
cargo bundles as they drop, while FN
Distefano, MK3 Castro, and BM3 Van
Lydegraf alternate roles hauling the cargo
out of the water, hooking the drag chutes
into reels, and reeling the long lines all
the way in. It is exacting work — from the
professional boat maneuvering by

Kopshever to the physical labor of lifting
the weighty cargo out of the water and
pulling in the lines performed by
Distefano, Castro, and Van Lydegraf —
but nobody slows down until the last
package is on the deck and the C-130 is
on its way back to Sacramento. It’s good
training for both parties. The aviators get
to hone their targeting skills, while the
boat crew rehearses one of its
fundamental functions: retrieving heavy
objects from the water.

BM2 Kopshever turns the big motor
lifeboat around, and FN Distefano
discusses the notorious Potato Patch
Shoal on the port side: “It’s four fathoms
there — only twenty to thirty-five feet of
depth all the way across. So when ten
foot swells roll in from a hundred feet of
depth, they hit that shallow and the wave
compresses. The bottom slows down and
the wave stands up and breaks. You get
huge waves breaking in all directions.”
The dangerous waters are one
environmental element that makes Station
Golden Gate's area of responsibility a
challenging place to operate. Y et another
is the climate. In the few minutes it's
taken BM2 Kopshever to reach the
Golden Gate Bridge, a fogbank has
enveloped it. The bridge, previously
glowing bright red, is now completely
invisible. Kopshever knows exactly
where the bridge substructure is, though,
and guides the boat back through.

The MLB heads for the fueling point at
Pier 45, and suddenly the sun is shining
again. FN Distefano raises a friendly arm
to a passing boat of vacationers. BM2
Kopshever promptly admonishes, “Don’t
wave at tourists.” The crew laughs. There
are good times in these difficult waters,
and the crew recalls some of their
previous missions, such as the time they
rescued the sailboat whose motor had
failed in treacherous seas. “It was only an
hour out, but it took us seven hours to
tow him in. People were starving,” BM2



Kopshever recalls. “We were on the
verge of catching birds and cooking them
with alighter.”

Back at the station, the Commanding
Officer is quitting nicotine and coffee at
the same time. CWO3 Mike Allstott
seems to be in an easygoing mood
notwithstanding. He discusses station
business with his XPO Morgan. Both
Allstott and Morgan conduct themselves
in the assured manner of men well aware
they are responsible for a unit that few
outsde can understand. BMC Morgan
will leave in April, for Morro Bay. He
has limited time to make things smoother
for those who will come to Station
Golden Gate in years ahead. But he will
try. Station Golden Gate will always be a
challenging assignment. The only thing
that BMC Morgan wants to improve is
how well positioned it can be to meet its
challenges.

Author: Ames Holbrook -
willard.a.holbrook@uscg.mil

80 YEARS OF FUN-TRIVIA
Submitted by Myrna Bronner

Did you know???

According to the Census Bureau,
Stockton encompasses 60.9 square
miles of land and 1.2 square miles of
water.

At Stockton Fire Station No. 4,
records have been maintained since
1906. The highest recorded
temperature was 112 F on July 15,
1972 and the lowest temperature was
13 F on February 7, 1989.

The wettet year was 1983 with
31.37" and the driest year was 1929
with 5.92 “of rainfall. The most
rainfall in 24 hours was 3.20" on
February 1, 1963. Snowfall was
recorded on several occasions; the
most snow was 2” in January, 1930!

Answer to the Boating Safety Quiz

The “Williamson Turn” is an effective rescue maneuver for man overboard situations,

especially in low-visibility conditions.

This will vary from boat to boat and
ghould be adjusted following a trial,

At heading + ‘60 put helm

Begin hard aver to por
reducing 60
s pecd -

Helm hard over
\ to starboard  Man overboard
= ke heading

e ek I

MOE

At heading + 180 steer
reciprocal course
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San Joaquin Delta Power Squadron’s

per Savet Vs, (4«
2010
o~ i« weekend class he

May 22 - 23 ey in the Delta with your boat
= will teach the First Mate
how to handle the boat in
an emergency.

Class Dates

June 5 - 6 - Full, Oxbow Y.C.
July 31 - Aug. 1
Aug. 14 - 15

Class designed for Power Boats.

Cost for Skipper and First Mate: $85.

Free docking for two nights (Friday & Saturday).

Docking: Stern-in at the SIDPS Island.

Plan to come on Friday afternoon and get to know the instructors.
Class starts at 8 A.M. on Saturday. Class covers anchoring, radio pro-
cedures, first aid, life jackets, knots & rules of the road on inland wa-
ters and at sea.

Lunch Break

Hands-on training with an instructor on your boat.

5 P.M. cocktails (BYOB) with other classmates and the instructors.
6:30 P.M: A great dinner supplied by the instructors.

Certificates of Completion presented along with Skipper Saver
coffee mugs.

Sunday completion of class, if required.

Class is limited to the student and Skipper with no additional
Participants

There is no power on the island

The $85. class fee is non-refundable. Please make sure your boat
Is in good working order and your schedule is clear.

Contact People: David or Peggy Sieber
Email: skippersaver@siebercity.net
Voice: 209-339-1960
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Cruise Out
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YC
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Power
Squadron
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Tuesiay Thursday

2 3 4 5 6
Wacky Drinks & Work Party
Wednesday Snacks Malmqui st
Wilson/Haws Flag

9 10 11 12 13
Wacky River Rat Night
Wednesday Gaedtke
Wilson/Haws

16 17 18 19 20

Onrugt Mtg. | Wacky General Cruise Out
Wednesday Meeting Village West

Board Mtg. Wilson/Haws Wedley YC

23 24 25 26 27
Wacky TGIF - Safety Day
Wednesday Birthday Malmqui st
Wilson/Haws Night

Handel

30 31 D ] f [14 f
Wecky on’t forget “ Safety
Wednesday . "
wisnrans | FIrst” - Attend Safety

Day on March 27th
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M onday

SYC Calendar April
2010

HURRY! There' sstill timeto get

| your 2010 Calendar filled with
. all of thisyear’s Club events
| It’son SALE for alimited timeat the
" reduced price of only $8.00.
' Contact Bev Drouin 209-830-1791
'4 ————— 5 lllll r " = ow —7I - e . .
Easter Wacky
Sunday Wednesday
" Gaedtke
ap 4 A:' . o .
ast.er'% «!i{ gi}!
11 12 13 14
Breakfast Power Wacky
Shannon Squadron Wednesday
%g ! Dunn
18 19 20
Cruise Out — Board Wacky
Location Meeting Wednesday
San Joaguin Wilson/Haws
YC

25
Breakfast
Malmqui st

&
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27

Y05

Wacky
Wednesday
Drouin
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Thursday
1
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Potluck
Wilson
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Friday

2
Drinks & Snacks

Flag

TGIF —DosRios
CruiseIn

16
Cruise Out -
San Joaquin YC

8 2
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TGIF — Oxbow
& DeltaBayliner
Cruiseln

Costa, F.

30
NCPCA FUN
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TGIF —Birthday
Night
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\
O

1
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Saturday
3

10
50's Dinner
Bren

S

17

Cruise Out -
San Joaguin
YC

24
Breakfast-
Malmqui st

Opening
Day Parade
and Dinner
Bronner
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